DANCE

Written by

Gavin Damian-Loring

3838 Vinton Ave, Culver City CA
207-712-9012



BEGIN MONTAGE

Very low volume swells of the intro of the song LET GO BY
DEADMAUS5 come in and out, but the song is unidentifiable.

INT. BEDROOM - EVENING

LEO is sitting on his bed with his back against the wall.

His eyes are open, but not moving as he has overdosed on

Oxycontin.

His room is very messy, broken things everywhere,

overturned desk and chair, books on the ground with pages
ripped. It is revealed that he is looking into the mirror
that stands across the foot of his bed.

Unsure how long he has been dying there, but it feels like a
while. Music fades out, at some point, you hear SUSIE enter

the house.

END MONTAGE

SUSIE (0.S.)
Honey? I didn't really feel like
making you anything, sorry, but
that new drive through chinese
place opened up, finally, so I got
us some chow mein, rice, and orange
chicken. It looks really good,
pretty cheap, too. Honestly, the
whole idea of a drive though
chinese place seems like a pretty
solid racket to get involved in,
maybe you could get a job there and
get us free-

Susie opens the door and sees her son, lying limp. She drops
the food and becomes hysterical, screaming his name, crying,

calling 9-

1-1 on her cellphone, telling him everything will

be okay, not to worry, etc.

TITLE SEQUENCE: DANCE

Credits roll as Leo gets resuscitated at the hospital: Shots
of him getting rolled in, Drs. taking care of him, etc.

EXT. HOSPITAL - MAIN ENTRANCE - NEXT MORNING



Leo and Susie exit the hospital down the main steps. Leo
looks tired, weary; Susie looks the same.

SUSIE
Honey, it's going to be alright,
you know? I mean, look, it's
just...it was just a mistake, an
accident. Or, maybe not, I guess,
but look, whatever is going on,
it's going to be okay. We can, you
know, work on it.

Tears begin to roll down their cheeks as he embraces her.

LEO

Yeah mom, I know. I love you too.
SUSIE

Like mother, like son, huh?

(beat)

Oh, I'll go get the car. Just wait
here, okay? It'll only be a few
minutes. Just rest.

Leo watches as Susie walks toward the car, eventually
escaping his view. He slumps down onto the steps, digs
through his backpack and pulls out his headphones. He sighs;
still shitty.

He looks around, embracing the world he almost left behind.
Eventually, his eyes rest on a bus stop refuge where he sees
his reflection. He stares at himself.

Then, movement catches his attention through the glass. He
sees VIC (19m) getting hassled on the street by and older
homeless man.

VIC
Hey man, come on, give me my bag
back. You know this is my spot, I
got nothin' in there, please, come
on-

The older homeless man shoves Vic to the ground. Leo feels
compelled to step in.

He crosses the street and goes up to the old man who tries to
shove him away. Leo grabs the bag and pushes the old man
back. The old man tries to fight, but realizes he cannot
overpower Leo, so he starts talking nonsensically and leaves.

VIC
Hey. Thanks for, uh...you know.
That.



LEO
No problem.
(beat)
Why'd you let him do all that to
you? He's just some whacked out
homeless guy, you could've taken
him.

VIC
Hey man, what'’s your beef with
homeless people, huh? You think
we’'re all just whacked out?

LEO
Really? You're..? Oh no, hey,
sorry, I didn't mean-

Vic bursts out into laughter.

LEO
Oh. You don't care. Ha-ha, you're
hilarious.

VIC

Well, he is my dad after all, so
I'm just hoping there's some good
in there somewhere.

LEO
Oh, yeah, for sure he's your dad.
(beat)
Wait, that's really your-

Vic bursts into laughter again.

VIC
Come onnn man, it's way too easy
with you. That's crazy.

LEO
Oh yeah? Keep it up and I'll be the
one taking your bag.

VIC
Alright, alright, sorry, I'm done.
(beat)
Not to be weird or anything, but no
one really sticks up for me ever,
so...Why did you do that?

LEO
Well...I dunno. It felt right I
guess.



VIC
What do you mean? It "felt right"
to break up a fight with some rando
and a homeless dude?

LEO
Well, yeah. I mean, you guys aren't
fighting anymore, right?

VIC
No.

LEO
So, yeah. That's good. Feels right
to me.

VIC

You know what? I like you. What's
your name?

LEO
Leo. Yours?

VIC
I'm Vic. Short for Victor, but no
one calls me that. You're a good
dude, Leo. You got a computer?

Leo nods. Vic reaches into his bag and pulls out a USB drive.

VIC
Here, take this. I DJ. You know,
like, parties and clubs and stuff??
It's actually where I'm coming
from.

LEO
You're just getting out now? It's
like 9:30.

VIC
Yeah man, an all night rave. How
crazy is that, right? Didn't even
get shut down.

LEO
Shut down?

VIC
Yeah, you know. For getting too
loud. It's a rave.
(beat)
You've never been to one?
(beat)



Damn, that sucks. You look like you
coulda been at the one I was just
at.

LEO
I'm in a hospital gown.

VIC
Yeah, I know right. Look, I think
you should stop by my place
sometime, I bet you'd like it.

LEO
I thought you were homeless?

VIC
It's home to me. Anyway, all the
music on there is stuff you would
hear hand selected by yours truly,
so it's actually good. Listen to
the songs and let me know what you
think; if you like it, great, if
you don't, you're wrong, but no
worries. Either way, I want that
thumb drive back, so come by my
spot and drop it off whenever.
(beat)
I really do appreciate what you did
for me, dude. Like, a lot.

Leo looks up at Vic.

VIC
This bag is real important to me.
Been through a lot with it. Also, I
fucking hate that guy.

LEO

Yeah. He doesn't seem very nice.
VIC

He sucks ass is what he does. So

thanks.
Vic starts to walk away.

LEO
Wait, how do I find you??

VIC
2834 Valia Street. Let me know what
you think about the mix!!

LEO



Okay.

Leo sighs as he turns back around to see his mother in front
of the hospital looking for him. He jogs back over to her.

SUSIE
What just happened?? Where did you
go?

LEO

I don't really know. I think I just
made a friend, though.

SUSIE
Well...alright.

She smiles in mild confusion as they get in the car and drive
back to the house.

EXT. CAR - DAY

BEGIN MONTAGE

Leo longingly watches the trees pass him by on the drive
home, the trees reflecting in his eyes.

The car ride turns into a dinner table with food on it, Leo
and Susie eating the left over Chinese food she got when she
found him. They're in silence, classical music is in the
background.

Leo is finally in his room. He cleans everything with
precision, almost as if he has OCD, does some sit ups, then
is finally lying in his bed, thinking.

END MONTAGE

Susie knocks on the door.

LEO
Yeah?

SUSIE (0.S.)
Honey, can I come in? I got you
something.

LEO
What is it?

SUSIE (0.S.)
It's a surprise.

LEO



Yeah, come in.
Susie opens the door, letting in JINX the cat.

LEO
Jinxie! Whats up bud??
(beat)
Wait, what's behi-

SUSIE
Surprise!!

She reveals headphones she just bought him, unopened in the
box.

LEO
Woah. Thanks, mom. These are really
nice.

SUSIE

Yeah, I did some research. They
just came out last week and they're
supposed to be super "techy".

LEO
Yeah, sure. Probably way too
expensive.

SUSIE
Just saving for a couple weeks, no
big deal. It was a worthy
investment.

Susie smiles as they embrace in a hug.

SUSIE
Are you doing okay sweetie? You
really haven't let your room. Makes
me worried.

LEO
Yeah, I'm okay, I just...it's nice
to have alone time, you know? It's
a lot easier to live in your own
world.

SUSIE
Well, I wouldn't really call that
living. Life isn't supposed to be
easy all the time, that's what
makes it great.

LEO
Hah. Sure.



SUSIE
You should listen to me!! I am
older and wiser, whether you like
it or not. Those ears are for more
than just music, you know.

Susie ruffles Leo's hair and gets up from the bed to leave.
Leo is fixated on the headphones.

SUSIE
Let me know how they are. And come
down and say hello sometime, it
gets lonely down there.

LEO
Yeah, yeah, I will. Love you mom.

SUSIE
Love you too.

Susie gives him a last glance, a slight fear in her eyes.
Once Susie leaves, Leo gets up, closes the door and goes to
his laptop to connect the headphones. A VOICE comes through.

VOICE

Hello. What is your name?
LEO

Uh, Leo.
VOICE

Hello, Uh, LEO. Welcome to Frieze,
the sound that changes lives.

LEO
Yeah, I bet.

Leo looks for a song to listen to, settling on Bach. As he is
listening, he remembers the USB drive, gets it from his
backpack, and plugs it in. A long list of songs pop up with
the title FRONTTOBACK.

BEGIN MONTAGE

The first song is a typical EDM song. It opens with a lot of
bass, a "4 to the floor" type beat. He likes how it feels to
listen to the bass and likes how easy it is to move to.

Before he knows it, Leo listens to the entire hour long mix
all the way through and he is absolutely blown away by what
he has heard. He sits there, in his chair, embracing it.

LEO
Holy shit.



Over the next 12 hours, Leo pours everything into
understanding electronic music. He's almost obsessive about
it; it's like he keeps pushing harder with every new thing he
finds.

END MONTAGE
He sits back in his chair, exhausted, but smiling.
All of a sudden, an alarm on his phone goes off.

LEO
Holy shit-

INT/EXT. GAS STATION - MORNING

Leo is at work, zombie-esque. He keeps thinking about Vic and
the music; all the different songs he could make, how hard it
might be but how he really doesn't care, etc. A DRUGGIE has
been waiting while Leo has been lost in thought.

DRUGGIE
Hello? Helllo?

LEO
Oh, yeah...sorry. Will that be all?

DRUGGIE
No, that will not be all, I said I
want the crushes. Fuckin' moron.

Leo sighs and turns around to look for the cigarettes.

EXT/INT. FRONT DOOR OF HOUSE TO LIVING ROOM - EVENING

Leo comes back home from his shift at the gas station, late.
He finds Susie asleep on the couch, realizing she was
probably waiting for him. An empty wine bottle sits on the
table, the glass resting on the couch.

LEO
Sorry, mom.

He picks her up and helps her get to bed, then eventually
makes it back to his room. He sits at his desk for a while,
reflecting on what’s been happening to him.

Suddenly, he hears squeaking. It gets louder and louder until
A MOUSE barrels through his door and into his closet. His cat
Jinx is not far behind.



10.

Leo watches as the cat listens for the mouse, then slowly
saunters over to the closet, tip-toeing around a bunch of the
stuff in Leo’s room. Jinx then compresses himself into the
ground, like a spring. A moment of tension.

Suddenly Jinx springs up, still dead silent until he lands on
the mouse in the closet, driving it out of there and out of
the room. Jinx follows closely this time, still into the
chase.

He laughs as they leave, and then sees the USB again,
noticing "VIC" is carved into it. He looks at his laptop with
all the stuff he's been researching, then back to the USB. He
nods.

LEO
Okay.

EXT. VIC'S HOUSE - DAY

Leo sees a tall house, chipped purple paint covering a
majority of it with black trim outlining the windows, very
dark looking. Leo takes it all in, then knocks on the front
door. Vic answers from inside the house.

VIiC (0.S.)
Go away! No-one's home!
LEO
Hey, Vic? It's me. Leo.
VIC (0.S.)
Who?
LEO

Leo. You know, I was there when
that homeless guy tried to steal
your bag. You gave m-

The door swings open aggressively.

VIC
Oh, yeah. Leo. Right. I remember
that. Is he back or something?

LEO
No, I, uh, have your USB drive. You
said you wanted it back.

VIC
Dude, really? Oh, no way.
Usually I don’t get these things
back. Thanks.



11.

LEO
No problem. I wouldn’t do that to
you. Sorry you’ve lost so many.

VIC
Hey, all good. Just one of those
things when you’re around the
people I'm around, I guess. Lookin’
for a quick buck, you know?

LEO
Yeah, I guess so.

VIC
Thanks Leo. Still a good dude. Did
you like the mix?

LEO
Yeah. I did.

VIC
Cool!! I'm so glad you did, I
worked hard on it, you know? Lotta
shows went behind that thing so...
(long beat)
OK then, let me know if you want to
hear more I guess.

LEO
Yeah, right. I will. Bye.

Leo turns and starts to walk away from the door but slows to
a halt. His heart is racing, remembering how it felt to hear
that mix for the first time, feel those songs. A new
beginning.

He takes a deep breath and walks back up to knock on the
door, it swings open again.

VIC
You'’re back.

LEO
OK Vic, I lied to you earlier when
I said I liked the mix. I didn't
just like it, I fucking loved it.

VIC
(beat)
Huh?

LEO



12.

I've never been a huge music guy, I
mean, my family used to play me
classical music when I was little,
like Beethoven, Bach, you know,
those type of guys and my mom still
listens to them, so I always had,
like, an affinity to that type of
music, but it really was never a
huge part of my life, I was more of
a school oriented kid, like math
and all that stuff I guess-

VIC
Wha-

LEO
-And so you gave me that USB drive,
right, and I was bored and had
nothing to do and I was just coming
out of the hospital and Vic I am
telling you I have never heard
anything like these songs in my
entire fucking life I mean they
made me feel like I had heard music
for the first time ever again it
was insane, nothing has ever made
me feel like this and I realized I
need to be a part of this you know
this music or scene or whatever you
want to call it and I was hoping
you would want to maybe kind of
help me get me started.

VIC
(beat)
Huh.

LEO
Sorry. That was a lot, I-

VIC
So you listened to my mix, fell in
love with the music, decided to
make it your whole life and you
want help getting that life
started?

LEO
Well, I guess...yeah.

VIC
(beat, then smiles)
You came to the right fucking place
dude!! Come in, come in...



